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INTRODUCTION

(On tJae Tenth Anraiversary of the Reickstag Fire TrialFirs1 Dema of the Geman N u x i s 4 We Approach their
Final Defeat.)

EN
George Dimitroff, Bulgarian labor
Tleader
and Communist,
with
codefendants
years ago

stood

three

before a Nazi Court in Leipzig to be tried on the charge
of burning the Reichstag building in Berlin.
Dimitroff, in the court of his enemies, although deprived of the simplest opportunities to prepare his defense and denied all legal aid of his choice, and held in
chains in a solitary cell, transformed that trial into its
opposite; he placed Hermann Goering and Joseph Goebbels in the aiminal dock for the whoIe watching world,
and convicted them of the incendiarism; he denounced
the Nazis a the organizers of a new blood-bath for the
entire world; he called upon the whole d e m m t i c world
to unite against this Nazi menace; he reduced Hermann
Goering to the gibbering impotence of wild threats in
the open courtroom; and in the end he forced the Nazi
Court to dismiss the charges against himself and his
associates and compelled the Hider government to allow
him and his two Bulgarian codefendants to depart for
the Soviet Union, which had granted them citizenship
since their native Bulgaria had refused them readmission.
5

In this greatest of all political trials, George Dimitmff
exposed the clay feet of the Nazi Colossw and pointed the
road to its final defeat and destruction, the road now being
blazed by the Soviet Red Army as the vanguard of the
armies of the United Nations.
Less than two years later, in the summer of 1935,
Dimitma appeared before the Seventh World Congrem
of the Communist International to chart a new course for
the Communists of all the world, the course of resolute
struggIe for the Peo$b's Front, the unity of dI democratic
peoples of the world to defeat the Nazi monster and the
Axis combination of Germany, ItaIy and japan-the military alliance against all the democracies of the world
which was publicly prodaimed a year later under the
banner of the "Antikominkm." DimitroFs report to the
Seventh World Congress was the first charting of the
course which, even over the disasters of the Munich betrayal, laid the popular basis indispensable to the coalition
of the democratic peoples that took form in the United
Nations in January, 1942.
It was the characteristic genius of George Dimitroff that
he pointed unwaveringly throughout these ten years to
the unity of Communists and non-Communists, of all

demacrats d whatever ideological trend, as the masterkey for the defeat and destruction of the Axis and its Nazi
architects.
Today such unity among the United Nations and such
national unity within are the obvious and accepted key to
victory. Such unity is the foundation of the French Cornm i m e of National Liberation. Such unity is the secret of
the magnificent People's Liberation Army in Yugmlavia
which h winning that Iand from the Nazis plus the
6

Mikhailuvitch traitors even before any mi Iitar y help comes
the outside. Such unity is the living spirit of the
Greek resistance, the Polish partisan movement, and all
the risings of the peoples of the Nazi-occupied lands. Such
unity rises with might and dignity out of the rubble of the
collapsed Mussolini regime in Italy. Such unity is the
supreme sign of victory in every country in the world.
Never was a publication more timely than this review
of the great teipzig Reichstag-Fire Trial, and of the historic role of its hem, George Dimitroff. And in the native
land of Dimitroff, the people are rising at this very
moment in preparation for the mighty effort of shaking
off their Nazi-flunkey rulers, and coming into the camp of
the United Nations, under the banner of this all-incIusive
democratic unity.
k
t the story of Dimimff and the LRipzig Trial be
spread Ear and wide, as an inspiration to the peopIe of all
lands, and as an instruction on the type of men required
for the destruction of Nazism and its agents everywhere
in the world.
EARLBROWDER
New Yurk, Octnber 4,1943.

from

I . A BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH
was born on June 18, 1882,
town not Ear from the Bulgarian
capital, Sophia, the town of Radomira. Born of a working-class family, Dimitroff joined the struggle of the
working class at an early age, afterwards becoming one of
its best leaders. In 1894, a talented twelve-year-old boy
with a consuming desire for knowledge, he was Eorced to

DXMITROFF
GEORGE
in little mountain
a

leave school to help his large famiry to earn their living.
H e began working &er having passed through only two
classes of a secondaq school. In order to have closer mntact with books, George went to work in a printshop where
he quickly learned typesetting. At the age of eighteen he
was elected secretary of the typographical union and
worked as a w m p i t o r up to 1904,
Born and brought up in the ranks of the worken' rev*
lutionary movement, DimitmfE was active in this movement from the age of fifteen. His h h e r had been a member of the rwoIutionary party up to the time of his death
in 1912. His mother, the heroic Paraskwa Dimitrova, who
at the age of 72 fought for her son's W e in the capitah of
the world a i d in the very courtroom of the fascists in
Leipzig, helped her children. in their revolutionary work
and herself defied the threats of the Bulgarian police
during the terror of 1925. His brother Konstantin, a
prominent revoIutionary worker, was kept on the firing
9

line during the Balkan war of 191b until he was killed.
His brother Nikola went to Russia during the 1905 Rev*
lution, was caught by the Tsarist police in 1908 and died
in exile in Siberia. His brother Tador was tortured to
death by the Bulgarian Secret Police in Sophia in 1925.
His sister, Lena, esaped Eram Bulgaria in 1925 despite
the efforts of the Bulgarian police to apprehend her, and
landed in the Soviet Union, where she lived and worked
until she joined her mother in the fight for Dimitroffs
life. His young nephew, son of his sister Magdalene, who
a h joined her mother in the world-wide campaign to
save DirnitrofF, was in a Bulgarian prison at the time of
the Leipzig trial, serving a jail sentence for carrying on
Communist propaganda. His wife, Lyuba Ivosbevich, poet,
journalist, orpnizer and active member of the Communist
Party of Yugoslavia, died in Moscow in 1933, during the
course of the trial, after a prolonged illness caused by the
hard life of a revolutionary proletarian during years of
constant illegality and exile, and aggravated by the news
of DirnitrofE's arrest by the Nazis.
From 1903, DirnitroE was a member of the Bulgarian
Communist Party, which had originally been called the
Party of Tesnyaks, the so-&led "strict" Left Social-Democrats. The Tesnyaks, a Marxist group, had split off from
the Bulgarian Social-Democratic Party in 1903, forming
a separate party. In 1919 it becnme the Bulgarian Communist Party; Dimitroff was a member of its Central Committee since 1912.
From I904 to I923 DirnitroE was Secretary of the Bulgarian Trade Union Federation. His first trial and imprisonment came as a result of his struggle against the
reformist Social-Democrats, in the course of which he
I0

called one of their leaders a strike-breaker. Dimitroff was
prosecuted for libel and the court o-ed
him to retract
his statement. He refused and insread used the court to
expose the reformists more fully.
From 1913 to 1923 Dimitroff was the Communist Party
Deputy for Sophia in the Bulgarian Parliament. He was
also the representative of the party in the Municipal
CounciI of Sophia and in the Regional Council of Sophia.
At the same time he was active as a party speaker and
writer. During the first World War he was sentenced to
three years imprisonment for taking the part of a wounded
soldier whom a Bulgarian general had tried to throw out
of a railway compartment. A national campaign for the
release of Dimitroff and all imprisoned soldiers and revolutionaries was sa effective that in 1918 the Bulgarian
Government declared an amnesty for all political prisonen and Dimitroff was re1eaaed after baving served a year
and a half.
On June 9, 1923, Starnbuliski's Government was overthrown by a military coup mrried out by of6cers and
Macedonian terrorists under the patronage of the King
himself, aided by Social-Democratssupported from abroad.
Stambuliski was killed and thousands of peasants, workers and intellectuals were murdered. The Peasants' League
and the Communist Party, the two largest parties in the
country, were dissolved. All rights and liberties of the
masses of the people were abolished. A military fascist
regime was set up, arousing boundless indignation among
the people and making an uprising of the masses inevitable.
O n September 23, 1928, the workers and pisants, under
the leadership of the Communist Party,
up against.
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the oppressors of the people and the usurpers of power,
and sought to establish a workers' and peasants' g m m ment. In this insurrection, Dirnitroff was delegated by the
party to take an active and leading part. After a week of
armed struggle the insurrection was defeated. Fighting
every step of the way, with about a thousand of his comradesin-arms, he c r m d over into Y u p h v territory.
There they were treated at first as political prisoners and
later as political rehgees.
From that time on Dimitroff lived abroad as a political
refugee and a politial writer, unregistered and under a
Wse name because, abroad also, he w a ~threatened with
death by his enemies. Some months after the September
insurrection Dimitroff was sentenced to death in absentia,
as the press announced at the time. Jn 1926 Bulgarian hcism passed a secoad death sentence on Dimitroff. Later,
during the course of the Leipzig trial, Dimitroff offered
to return to Bulgaria to face charges on condition that he
would be given a free and public trial. The offer was not
accepted by the Bulgarian fascists.
Speaking of the September, 1923, events exactly ten
years later, in his first speech at the Leipzig trial, Dimitroff
prodaimed his pride in that heroic insurrection. "I only
regret," he declared, "that I and my party were not yet
real Bolsheviks at that time. For this reason we were unable su~cessfullyto organize and lead this historic people's
insurrection with the proletariat at its head. Our unBolshevik organization, policy and tactics, the lack of
revolutionary experience, and especially our opportunist
and so-called neutral attitude on the occasion of the rnilitary-fascist coup on June 9, did much to help the murderers and executioners of the Bulgarian people, the usufpers
12

of state power, to suppress the insurrection of the masses."
Immediately after the September, 1923, insurrection
and in the two folIowing years, the Bulgarian Government's K i t gangs murdered more than 20,000 workers,
peasants and intellectuals in a bestial manner.
On October 1, 1923, Dimitroff journeyed to Vienna
seeking to o r p i z e support for his suffering fellow fighters
in Yugoslavia and to hunch a mpaign for the defense
of the persecuted and bestialIy slaughtered comrades in
Bulgaria. In Vienna, for three months, Dimitroff edited
and published the party organ Arbeiaemiaung. He also
published two pamphlets in Bulgarian, German and English against the bloody White Terror in Bulgaria.
In the spring of 1924 DimitrofX went to Russia as a
political refugee and politid writer and stayed until the
end of 1926. In 1927 he was again in Vienna in connection
with a projected m m t y . He remained there until the
autumn of 1929. Dimitroff was not amnestied. From the
autumn of 1929, he settled in Berlin, since there were far
fewer Bulgarian refugees there and he was therefore safer
incognito. From November, 1929, to May, 1930, and from
December, 193 1, to June, 1932, Dimitroff was in the Soviet
Union. He returned to Berlin in the summer of 1932 in
connection with the last Draft Amnesty Law in order personally to organize the amnesty campaign. In the course
of t h i s he journeyed to Vienna, Amsterdam and Paris.
O n January SO, 1933, the German President von Hindenburg appointed Hitler, the leader of the fascists, Chancellor. Fascist dictatorship was set up in Germany. In order
to consolidate its rule, German fascism set itself the task
of destroying the Communist Party at all cats. T o the
mpitalist world, German fascism hoped to paint an allur13

ing prospect of routing not only German Communism but
also the Soviet Unioa But to desmy the German Communist Party was no easy task. To do this German fascism
had to smre the petty bourgeoisie, who were panic-stricken
as a result of the &is, with the specter of the "Communist danger" and set them against the working class. For
this purpose they resoxted to a startling act of anti-Cornrnunist provocation, calculated to terrify the petty bourgeoisie. AIl previous attempts of this type had failed; and
rumors of plans for a Communist uprising, hidden mtacombs and secret passages in the Communist l~eadquarters
in Berlin only brought forth smiles even among people
who did not sympathize with Communism. Some more
powerful expedient was needed. And thus the idea of
buving thk Reichstag took shape in the minds of the

fascist IeadeFa
On the evening of February 27, 1933, the news went
around Berlin that the Reicbstag building was on fire.
Hitler was soon upon the scene of the fire, and in the presence of foreign journalists he declared: "This is a signal
from Providence. No one will prevent us now from d d n g
with the Communists with an iron band." On March 9
Dimitroff, with two Bulgarian Communists, Popoff and
Taneff, were arrested in 3erlin. All three were confronted
with the altogether fantastic and senseless charge of complicity in the burning of the Reicbtag.
O n September 21, 1933, the framed kipzig trial began
and did not end until December 23, when Dimitro&
Popo%and Taneff were acquitted. For six months following their m u the fascists fabri~tedtheir indictment;
for six months they kept them in prison burid in fetters.
According to the olnzhtions of the fascists, phfdcal and
14

moral torture was to break their will. And the main h r
in the preparations for the uial was that campaign of
White Terror which was launched throughout the country. After the burning of the Ileichstag came the bloody
March days of 1933. Thousands of proletarian revolutionists were tortured or murdered, peneations were started
against the Jews, a campaign against science and culture
was begun. All this terror, once again according to the
calculations of the £ascisits, was to.break down the physique
and the morale of the revolutionary German working class
and, in particular, to secure the recruiting of false witnesses for the trial.
German fascism was preparing its far-flung plans for
world conquest, which it hoped to achieve in the name
of saving the world from Communism. The trial of
Dimitrd was to be fascism's grand spectacle designed to
blind and terrorize its praspective victims with the bogey
of Comm&ts as engineers of plots, arson, explosions and
acts of individual terror.
But the Nazis misalculated. Dimitroe the accused became Dimitroff the accuser, turning the Nazi Earce into
the first defeat of Rider hscism. With the support of the
internatid working dass and anti-fascist intelIectuals,
Dimitroff fought the whole power of the Nazi state machine in a battle that: only now, ren y e s later, is a p
proaching its end with the final defeat of Hitler barbarism
irrwoably in sight.
O n December 23, 1933, DMtrofE and his codefendants
Popoff and Tan& were acquitted but were not freed
immediately. They were kept in "protective custody"
until February 27, 1934, when they were put on a plane
that took them to Moscow, having been made Soviet
15

citizens by the Soviet Government after the Bulgarian
Government I&d refused to permit its subjects to enter
the country.
In Moscow DimitrofE resumed his activity as a member
of the Executive Committee of the Communist International. H e delivered tbe d n report to the Seventh Congress of the Communist International in 1935, calling for
a united struggle against fascism. He bemme General
Secretary of the Communist International, and held that
post until the Internatiod voted to dissolve itself in 1943.

II.

T H E LXIPZIG TMAL

ROM the moment the Leipzig trial began, the name
FDimitroL was on everybody's tongue. T o hundreds of
millions in all countries that name became a symbol of
courageous and heroic struggle against fascism.
The facts which had come to light before the t r k I began
showed tdat the hefascists were responsible for the
Reichstag fire. On the basis of these facts the world press
was able to give a detailed picture of the burning of the
Reichstag by the fascists. In particular, the so-mlled
memorandum of the Nationalist leader, Oberfahren,
acquired especially widespread b e . Oberfahren himself
was shortly &wards found murdered in his apartment.
From this memorandum it also became known how the
Eascists had engineered the fire, how the fascist incendiaries
had made their way into the Reichstag by an underground
passage from Goering's house. The whole w d d learned
who the true incendiaria were 1t was not, of course, h e
16
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half-blnd Van der Lubbe who had done it all by himself.
One of the fascist storm troopers was designated for this
"work of state import."
The whole world followed the course of the Leipzig
trial with intense interest. A storm of indignation swept
over the civilized globe. O n the initiative 01 European
labor a Commission of Enquiry was formed, consisting of
some of the world's best lawyers, jurists and public men.
This commission set about examining all the data regarding the fire which had found their way into the press or
which feu into the hands of the commission itself. Along
with 'this a widespread camp~ignof protest was launched
among the many millions of people throughout the whole
world. The Brown Book was published, exposing h e true
incendiaries of the Reichstag on the basis of documentary
facts and painting a hair-raising picture of h i s t terror in
Germany. Bur Dimisoff and his comrades, cruelly isolated
as they were, did not know, prior to the beginning of the
trial or during the trial itself, of this struggle against the
fascist incendiaries which was being waged throughout the
world. They did not read the Brown Book, did not know
of the work of the International Commission of Enquiry
in Paris.
A6 Dimimff declared later, on March 4,1934, "the kip
zig triaI was framed by the Wt authorities for the purp e of proving to the whole world that at the end of
February, 1933, tbe fascist headsmen 'saved Europe frrnn,
Bolshevism.' German fascism hoped at Leipzig to win uni-l
versd recognition as the 'savior.*
At the beginning of \
the trial the Germaxl fascist press did not even consider it
necessary to make any secret of this. I and my comradesas was openly stated in the indictment-were accused of
17
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being 'authorized agents of the Russian Communist Party
in Moscow' and of having the taslr of organizing, by setting
fire to the Reichstag, an axpled uprising in Germany for
the purpose of Sovietizing the whole of Europe, In cornplete conformity with the desires of the heists, the false
witnesses coached by the Public Prosecutor's Department
then testified dui.ing the preliminary investigation that
after this action-that is, after the Reichsrag fire-simihr
incendiary acts should have taken place in Warsaw, Vienna, and Prague, in order to spread the flames throughout
Europe."
But the whole insane scheme of the N&
begin to
crumble h.om the moment that Dimitroff made his first
appearance in the court on September 23rd. The great
political speech he delivel-ed on this occasion burst like a
bombshell. While the foreign correspondents made no
secret of the fact that Dimitroff had made a great irnpression, and in some cases gave large extracts from his defense, the Nazi press attempted to counteract the powerful effect of the speech by meam of spiteful comments.
But the immense effect of the speech could be seen even
through these comments. Thus the Neue Leipziger Zeitung wrote:
"He is a Bulgarian, a man of the people, who has
pushed his way up in life, and found out on the way that
one gets foreward mast quickly along the political highroad.
Dimimff is a picked example of this [Communist] species. Unemotional himself, he does not appeai to
the emotions of others. He has studied human character
like the law, in order to use it for his own purposes. He
is a consummate psychologist. It was not easy for Dr.
Bunger to force this volmnic man into the dock.
He
18
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shifted the microphone when he needed it and never forgot to address himself i n d i d y to the foreign comesponden&. It is the echo that he is a h and-a glance at the
world press shows this-he wilt get it."
And in its leading article the Leipxiger Newbe Nachrichten wrote: "After Dimitroffs first words,one felt that
this man had drawn even this great trial into his exclusively political existence. At once he means to force the
tribunal into becoming a stage. . The whole courtroom
is suddenly charged with political energy. . It is a l l one
whatever role he played in the burning of the Reichstagt
At any rate it has been proved already that Dimitroff is
a moral incendiary of the most monstrous dimensions.
The civilized world must wipe out this program of the
Third International become flesh, if it does not want to be
swallowed up in a bloody night without end."
Dimitroff exploded the Communist bogey of the Nazis
right in their £am. "As a Communist, as a member of
the Communist International," he had already declared
in a preliminary statement, "I am, on principle, against
individual terror, against every kind oE such senseless incendiarisrn, because such acts are incompatible with Communist principle and methods of m a s work and with
economic and political masrs struggle, and because such
acts anIy damage the proletarian movement for emancipation, the muse of Communism.
. It is my profound
conviction that the burning of the Reichstag a n be the
work onIy of demented people or else of the most bitter
enemies of Communism.
Happily I am neither demented nor an enemy of Communism. , ."
From the hdI of the XRipzig court, Dimitroff proclaimed to the world the Communists' hatred for fascism.
19
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For inonths he had d d y and confidently prepared his
own defense out of the scant material available to him in
the Nazi prison. The hipzig judges were dumbfounded.
They had been expecting any sort of defense rather than
this. They did not know that the Communists defend not
themselves but their party, not their lives but their views.
They tried by every means in their power to make Dimitroff hold his tongue. But it was already too late. The
whole world, and first and foremost the workers of Germany, shackled in the fetters of fascist dictatorship, listened with intense eagerness to every word of this courageous enemy of fascism standing before the fascist court.
Dimitroff accused the leaders of fascism of provocation
in regard to the Communists. He accused them of unprecedented ferocious terrorism against the working class. H e
accused them of having treated him and his comrades
barbarously. H e accused the court of not having permitted
him to d o m e a counsel for defense. H e accused the counsel for defense assigned to him (Teichert) of having done
nothing in order to procure the necessary materials for
defense. He accused the public prosecutor of forgery, he
interrupted the reading of the indictment with the declaration that the majority of the charges against the accused
Communists had been invented after the end of the preliminary examination, that he was now hearing them for
the first time. Convinced that his words would sooner or
later find their way to the masses, he accused the Bdgarian government of executing 20,000 workers and peasants. He tore asunder the veil of secrecy which covered
the k i s t court and the investigations. Before the eyes of
the world, the true hce of W m - t h e ferocious strangler
of the masses-was laid bare.
20

T o rescue the stranded ship of fascist 44justice,"Goebbels and Goering were hurried into the courtroom. h e r ing, the most power£ul man in Eascist Germany besides
Hitler, appeared in court escorted by a s@d guard and
was greeted by the audience, who rose from their seaw and
raised their hands in the fascist salute, ready to applaud
his every word. After Goering had spoken for an hour
and a half against the Communists, Dimitroff took matters into his own hands. At the very first questions of
D i m i d , Goering lost se2fantrol. But the quetiatls
followed one after the other, accusing Goering of direct
complicity in the burning of the Reichstag. Everyone who
followed the course of the oial could see that the proceedings were collapsing as Dimitmff continued to k o s
home his attack.
Contradicting himself and convicted of lying, Goering
reddened and began to curse. Unable to control himself
and foaming at the mouth, he advanced upon Dimitroff
with clenched fists. "I did not come here in order that
you might quezstian me like a judge, in order that you
might hurl reproaches at me. You are a scoundrel, who
ought to have been on the gallows long agol" The chairman of the court tried to save the court and Goering,
pointing out to Dimitrofk 'You see how you have cawed
the witness to lose patience and incited him to this outburst by your Communist propaganda." Calmly DimitroE
shot back: "I am very well satisfied by these answers of
the Minister." The frenzied Minister,despite the fact that
be was only a witness in the court, ordered the police to
remove Dimitroff. Strasing his words, Dimimoff answered
with a sarastic smile: "Maybe you are afraid of my questions, Mr. Prime Minister?" Dimitroff, protesting, was
21

forcibly removed by the police. Through the uproar that
terminated this duel, the voice of the enraged Minister
could be heard shouting: "You are a scoundrel1 I am not
afraid of you1 Look out you don't fall into my hands when
you get outside this murtl"
The whole world was stirred to indignation by this
savage scene. Before the Supreme Court, the witness was
threatening the prisoner with the gallows, and the President instantly expelled the prisoner from the court. And
the whole world unanimously acknowledged that in this
duel the victory rested with Dimiaoff.
Goebbels, Minister of Propaganda, hurried to save the
situation and correct the bad impression created in Germany and abroad by Goermg's behavior. After Dimitroff's
very first question, Goebbeb, summoning up his courage,
boldly declared: "I understand what Dimitroe is after.
H e is experienced in propaganda but so am I. He will
not make me lose my selfanml."
By his attacks on the fascist Ministers, by his exposure
of the ideology of £axism, Dirnitroff raised the political
struggle of the trial to the highest levels. Is it not true, he
asked, that individual Nazis and whole groups of them
have murdered workers? Goebbels evaded the qukstion,
declaring that Hitler would interhe and punish all
who did such things. T o which Dimitroff quickly responded: "But is it not true that the Fuehrer himself has
sent greetings to murderers and exprtsed solidarity wi&
them?"Goebbels, the judges, the whole world, understood
that Dimitroff was referring to the telegram sent by Hider
to two &is& condemned under the P a p a government
for murdering a worker.
Enlarging his idea, Dimitroff went on: "-ring
as.

22

sened before the court that Communism denotes murder.
It is well known that several political murders were cornmitted in Germany after the war. Karl Liebknecht and
Rosa Luxemburg, the leaders of the working class, were
murdered. Rathemu and Enberger, bourgeois politicians,
were also murdered Will the witness please state who it
was that committed these political murders in Germany?
Is he aware that the murderers are to be sought for among
Right circles, the present aIIies of the National-Socialists?"
The only answer that Goebbels could find was a sneer:
"Does not Dimitroff want to begin his story from Adam
and Eve?"
But Dirnitroff*sreply showed up the whole impotence of
h e Minister of Propaganda: "I am content with this
answer: not to give a direct answer is often the best answer
of all." Dimitroff had plainly forced the involuntary confession out of Goebbels that the Nazis were the organizers
of a large number of terrorist acts. T o soften the impression made by this, Goebbels declared that the Nazis in the
working class district had to be armed to defend themselves against the revolutionary workers. Seizing upon this,
Dimitroff questioned: "So the National-Socialists defended
themseIves?" "Of course," Goebbels replied, "Do you think
we could allow ourselves to be exterminated by you?"
And Dimitroff retorted: "Do you think now that the
Communists have the same right to defend themselves?
Why are they persecuted for doing so?"
Goebbels was at a loss for an answer. Like Goering, he
was obliged to save himself by flight. One after another,
the Ministers retired, ridiculed, beaten. Not one of the
fascist public present in the court made a single gesture of
demonstration against Dimitroff All of them felt the
23

scandalous failure of Goering, the impotence of Goebbels
in the clash with Dimitroff. The whole h i s t public sat
as though spellbound by his indomitable strength.
In this battle Dimitroff acted as his own lawyer. He had
been assigned an official counsel for defense in the person
of a fascist lawyer. From the very beginning, however, DimitroE categorimlly refused to be defended by him. He
himelf named eigbt lawyers whom he proposed should be
allowed to defend him. But the court refused. And when
some of these lawyers attempted to get into Germany.
merely in order to observe the course of the trial, they
were either not admitted or expelled from the country.
Thereupon Dimitroff firmly declared that he would conduct his own defense.
He exposed the meaning and the function of the "defense" appointed by the fascist court--a defense which
more than once actually helped the prosecution to save
itself from disaster, which vanished altogether during the
political stage of the aiaZ and did not appear until the
concluding act of the frame-up, the jtldicial comedy. Dimitroff summarily rejected the service of the "counseI for
defense" who was forced upon him. He checkmated all
attempts on the part ofthe judges, the prosecuting magistracy, the "counsel for defense" to Iower the political
meaning of the trial, which was turning out badiy for
fascism, to reduce it all to legal quibbling.
Returning to the court after being expelled for the first
time, he lost no time in declaring: "I do not look either
for mercy or sympathy in this court. I only demand the
psibility of defending myseIf as a Communist." When
the court went into 1subtleties r e g d i n g the alibi
of Dimitroff and the other Bulgarians, Dimitroff inter24

rupted the judges to say: "The most important of the arguments in favor of our alibi is the fact that we are Communists, and moreover, raponsible Communists, who, in
view of our Communist convictions and the interms of
our party, could not take part in such an act as the burning of the Reichstag."
Dimitroffs speech in court dealt the final blow to the
Nazi conspiracy. It was an appeal to the workers and the
people of the whole world to fight against fascism. T o the
workers of Germany and Bulgaria especially, he explained
what the Communists are fighting for. H e spoke of "the
attempts made by the National-Socialists to destroy the
labor movement," of the "cruel principle of the rule il
of the National-Socialists."He reminded the workers once
again that the Nazi movement was financed by Thyssen
and Krupp, the magnates of finance capital. With annihi- , I
lating irony, Dimitro%attacked the fascists who d l e d him 1
"an uncivilized Bulgarian," who slandered the Bulgarian 1
people. "It is not the Bulgarian people who are savage
and barbarous," he retorted; "the only savages and bar- I /
barians in Bulgaria are the fascists. But I ask you-in what 1
country are the fascists not barbarians and savages?"
Dimitsoff's speech disclosed his high culture and great
erudition. In it, beauty of form is combined with amazing
pliancy of wit and resourcefulness and biting irony. I t
suggests a historical parallel with tbe burning words of
Galileo, the great Italian savant. More than thirty times.
did the chairman interrupt Dimitroff during his speech.
And each time Dimiuoff swiftly, neatly and wittily parried
the chairman's remarks. Sometimes he was able to do this.
with one word, even by an intonation of his voice. When
Dimibroff was exposing fascism, the President interrupted.
25
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him with the question: "You are not alluding to politid
relations in Germany?" "Of course not, Mr. President,"
came Dimisoff's answer, withering in its irony, causing
laughter even among the fascist public in court.
DimimB's speech was a clarion call to the masses of the
world to fight against fascism. He showed the world that
fascism is not all-powerful, that it can be given a rebuff,
that it is possible to win victory over it.
The Leipzig trial ended on December 23, 1933. The
court was compelled to acquit DimitroE and his comrades.
But, having acquitted them, the fascists still tried as far
as possible to save face. Instead of being released immediately, they were kept in prison. Evidently Goering
was preparing to carry out his threat and take vengeance
on Dimitroff. In the beginning of February Dimitroff and
the two other Bulgarian Communistrr were mnsferred
from Leipzig to Berlin. In Berlin they were confined in the
underground unlighted cells of the Secret Police where
it was impossible to read or to work.
Dimitroff's protests against conhement in prison after
acquittal by the court were left unanswered. A new wave
of world protests, culminating in the action of the Soviet
Government which made Dimitroff, Popoff and Taneff
Soviet citizens, finally succeeded in saving them born the
Fascist incendiaries. O n February 27, almtwt a year after
their arrest, all three Bulgarian Communists were hustled
into an airplane without the slightest warning and sent off
to Moscow.

III. DIMITROFFS FINAL SPEECH
TO T H E COURT*
ESSIEURS J u d p , Messieurs Counsel for Prosecution,
MMessieurs Counse1 for the Defense.
I do not feel myself bound in any way by the speech
of Doctor Teichert made in my defense. It is only what
1 have said myself hitherto before the court, and what I
am about to say now, which has any significance in my
defense. I would not like to offend my party comrade.
Torgler-in my opinion his counsel for defense has already
insulted him sufficiently-but I must say outright: I would
rather be guiltlessIy sentenced to death by the German
court than get an acquittal thanks to such a defense as
Doctor Sack has given Torgler.
THEPRESIDENT
(intempting Dimibrofl: It is not your
business to engage in criticism here.
DIMITIIOFF:
I admit that the language I speak is hard
and severe, but my struggle and my life have been hard
and severe too. Nevertheless, my language is an open and
sincere language. I am accustomed to call things by their
proper names. I am not a lawyer defending his dient here
because he is obliged to.
I am defending myself as an accused Communist. I am
defending my own Communist revolutionary honor, I am
defending my ideas, my Communist convictions. X am de.
fending the meaning and content of my life.
Excerpts fFam DimltrotFs speech, based on

Dcc 16, 1933.
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stenogram, ddivered m

Therefore, every word pronounced by me before the
+court is, so to speak;, flesh of my flesh, and blood of my
blood. Every word is an expression of my most profound
indignation against an unfair charge, against the fact that
this anti-Communist crime is ascribed to Communists. . .
THEPRESIDENT: I will not tolerate your engaging in
Communist propaganda here, in this court. You have done
this the whole time. If you continue in this spirit, I will
deprive you of the right to speak.
DIMITROFF
: I must decidedly take exception to the statement that I have pursued the aims of propaganda. It may
be argued that my defense before the court has had a
certain propagandist effect. I admit that my conduct in
court may also serve as an example for accused Communists. But this was not the aim of my defense. My aim
was to refute the charge that Dimitroff, Torgler, Popoff
and TaneE, the Communist Party of Germany and the
Communist International had any relation to the fire.
1 know that nobody in Bulgaria believes in our alleged
complicity in the burning of the Reichstag. I know that,
generally speaking, hardly any one believes this abroad.
But in Germany the conditions are different: here, such
3 strange allegation may be believed. 1 therefore wanted
to prove that the Communist Party did not and does not
have anything in cornri~onwith participation in such a
crime.
If we are to speak of propaganda, then many speeches
here bore a propagandist character. The specha of Gwbbefs and Goering also had an indirect propagandist effect in favor of Communism, but no one can make them
responsible for the fact that their speeches had such a
propagandist e k t . (Lrrughtes.)
Nor only has the press vilified me in every way-thl is
28
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a matter of indifference to me-but in connection with me
it has aIsa called the Bulgarian people "savage" and "bar-

barous"; I have been ailed "an uncivilized Balkan type,"
a "savage Bulgarian," and I c m t pass over this in silence.

I t is true that Bulgarian fascism is savage and barbarous.
But the Bulgtrian working class and peasantry, the intelligentsia oE the Bulgarian people are by no means savages
or barbarians. The level of material culture in the Balkans
is undoubtedly not so high as in other European countries,
but spiritually and politically, the masses of our people
are not on a lower level than are the masses in other

countries of Europe. Our political snuggle, our political
aspirations in Bulgaria are not lower than in other countries. The people which for five hundred years lived under
a foreign yoke without losing its language or nationality,
our working class and peasantry which have fought and
are fighting against Bulgarian fascism and for Communism
--such a people is not barbarous ow savage. The only savages and barbarians in Bulgaria are the fascists. But I ask
you, Mr. Chairman-in what country are the fascists not
barbarians and savages?
THEPRESIDENT(interrtcpting Dimitrom: You are not
alluding to political relations in Germany?
D I M ~ O F(with
F
an ironical smile): Of course not,
Mr. Chairman.
The Bulgarian people fought with all its strength and
all its pertinacity against the foreign yoke. Therefore, I
protest against the attack which has been made on the
Bulgarian people. I have no reason to be ashamed of being
a Bulgarian. X am proud of the fact that I am a son of the
Bulworking cIass. .
The character of this trial was predetermined by the
29
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assumption that the burning of the Reichstag was the work
ofthe Communist Party of Germany, even of world Communism. This anti-Communist act-the burning of the
Reichstag-was ascribed to the Communists and declared
to be the signal for a Communist uprising, the signal for
a change in the German constitution. By means of this
assumption, the whole uial bearne invested with an antiCommunist character. In the indictment we read:
"The prosecution holds that this criminal act was to
have been a mll, a signal for the enemies of the state,
who aftenvards wanted to carry out a general attack on the
German state, in order to destroy it and to set up in its
place the dictatorship of the proletariat, a Soviet state by
the grace of the Third Xnternationd."
Messieurs Judges! It is not the first time that such
criminal acts have been laid a t the door of the Cornmunisa. I cannot here quote all examples of this kind.
I recall the attempt to wreck a train here in Germany,
near Jueterbog, made by a psychopath, an adventurist, a
provocateur. At that time the statement was spread abroad
for weeks on end, not only in Germany but in other countries too, that this was the work of the German Communist
Party, that this was a terrorist act by the Communist..
Later on, it turned out that it had been done by the
psychopath and adventurist, Matuska. He was arrested and
condemned.
I recall another example-the assassination of the French
President by Gorgulov. Then, too, it was written in all
countries that the hand of the Communists could be seen
in this. Gorgulov was represented as a Communist, as a
Soviet agent. But what happened? It turned out that
this assassination had been organized by white guards
30

and that Gorgulov was a provuateur whose aim was to
d e c t the breaking off of relations between the Soviet
Union and France,
I also recall the attempt to blow up the Sofia cathedral.
This attempt was not organized by the Bulgarian Communist Party. But as a result of it the Communist Party
was subjected to persecutions. Two thousand workers,
peasants and intellectuals were savagely murdered by the
fascist gangs on the pretext that the Communists had
blown up the cathedral. This act of provocation-the explosion in Sofia cathedral-was organized by the Bulgarian
police. In 1920 the chief of the Sofia police, Prutkin, himself, organized a bomb outrage during the railwaymen's
strike, as meam of provomtion against the Bulgarian
workers.. . .
It has been alleged here that the burning of the
Reichstag was to have served as the signal for an armed
uprising. Attempts were made to provide a basis for this
in the following manner:
Goering said here in court that at the moment when
Hitler came to power, the Communist Party sf Germany
was m p e l e d to M m e the feeling of its masses and to
venture on some act or other. H e said: "The Communists
were compelled to do something-now or never!" H e said
that the Communist Party had already, Eor years on end,
been isguing the a p p i to struggle against National-Socialism and that at the moment when the NationalWalists
seized power, there was no other way out left for the Communist Party of Germany than to act-now or never. The
prosecutor of the Supreme Court has tried to fomuhte
this propition more exactly and even more tfclgverly."
81

THEPRESIDEFIT:I wiU not permit you to insult the
prosecutor oE the Supreme Court.
DIMITROFF:
The prosecutor of rhe Supreme Court has
enlarged here upon what Goering said in the capacity of
supreme accuser. The prosecutor of the Supreme Court,
Doctor Werner, said: "The Communist Party was in such
a position that it had either to retreat without a fight or
to give battle, even though its preparations were bcomplete. This was the only chance which was leh the Communist Party in the given drcumstanc:es. Either to surrender its aims without a struggle, or to commit a definite
act of desperation, to stake all on one ard-this might
still save the situation under certain circumstances. The
attempt might fail, but even then the situation would be
no worse than if the Communist Party retreated without
a fight." The argument here produced, ascribed as it is
to the Communist Party, is not a Communist argument.
The suppressions of the party, the breaking up of the mass
organizations, the loss of legality-aU these things of course
were severe blows to the revolutionary movement. But
this does not by any means signiEj that all is lost.
T h e leading minds of the German Communist Party
could not reason thus-that now everything is lost, that it
is either one way or other, either an uprising or ruin. Such
foolish thoughts could not be entermined by the leaders
of the Communist Party. The German Communist Party
was perfectly well aware tbat illegal work would cmt
numerous victims and demand selfsacrifice and daring,
but it knew also that its revoIutionary force would
strengthen and that it would prove able to carry out the
mks confronting it. I t is therefore altogether out of the
question that the German Communist Party at that time
32
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should have wanted to stake all on one card. The Communists are fortunately not so shortsighted as their opponents, and they do not lose their heads even in the.mmt
difficult situation. . . . Such a party d m not pIay at u p
risings and revolutions. Such a party cannot oflicially say
one thing to the millions of its followers and at the same
time secretly do the opposite. Such a party, my dmrest
Doctor Sack, does not know double bookkeeping!
Domm SACK: Very well, go on with your Communist
~ro'opagank.
DIMKTROFF:
Such a party, when it speaks to the millionstrong masses of the proletariat, when it adopts its decisions
on tactics and on the immediate tasks, does so seriously,
with a full sense of its responsibility. . . . Mass work, m a s
struggle, mass resistance, the united bont, no adventurist
acts. Such is the alpha and omega of Communist tactia. . . .
The question is-was an uprising for the seizure of power
really fixed for February 27 in comection with the burning of the Reichstag? What has the court investigation
shown, Masieurs Judged The legend that the burning
of the Reichstag was the work of the Communists has
completely collapsed. I will not quote here the evidence
ofwitnesses, as has been done by other counsel for defense.
This question may be regarded as perfectly clarified for
every person witb normal reasoning powers. The burning
of the Reichstag has not the slightest connection with the
activity of the Communist Party-not only with an uprising, but also with a demonstration, a strike, or other
actions of a similar kind. This has been fully proved by
the court examination. The burning of the Reidstag-I
am not speaking of the allegations of criminals and
psychopths-was not taken by any one as the signal for
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an uprising. Nobody noticed any kind of actions, acts, attempts at an uprising in connection with the burning of
the Reichstag. Nobody heard anything about such things
at the time. All tales of this kind belong to a much later
period. The workers at that time were in a state of defense
against the attack of fascism. The Communist Party of
Germany was trying to organize the resistance of the
masses, their defense. But it has been proved that the
burning of the Reichstag was the pretext, the prelude to
a widely conceived, annihilating mmpaign against the
working class and its vanguard, the Communist Party of
Germany. It has been irrefutably proved that responsible
representatives of the Government had no idea that a
Communist uprising was coming on February 27-28. +
In this connection another proof is provided by the
emergency decree of the German Government of February
28, 1933. It was issued immediately after the fire. Read this
decree. What is written in it? It is pointed out here that
such articles of the constitution are annulled-namely, the
articles regarding heedom of organization, fteedom of the
pms, inviolability of the person and oE the home, etc.
This is the essence of the emergency decree, of its second
paragraph. The ampaign against the working class.
.
THEPRESIDENT:
Not against the workers, but against

.
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the Comunists.
DIWITROEF:
I must say that on the basis of this emergency decree not only Communists but also Social-Democratic and Christian workers have been arrested and their
organizations suppressed. I would like to emphasize that
this emergency decree was directed not only against the
Communist Party of Gemany-though, of course, against
it first and foremmt-but aIso against other oppmitionist
34
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parties and groups. This law was necessary in order to
introduce an extraordinary situation and it is directly,
organidly connected with the burning of the Reichstag.
THE
PRESIDENT:
If you attack the German Government,
f will deprive you of the right ~o speak,
D I M ~ O FOne
F : question has not been cleared up either
by the prosecution or by the counsel for defense. I am not
surprised that they think this unnecessary. They are very
much ahaid of this question. This is the question as to
what was the political situation in Germany in February,
1933. At the end of February the political situation was
such that a svuggle was going on within the camp of the
National Front
A struggle was going on between the
circle of Thyssen and Krupp (the war industry), who for
many years on end had financed the National-Socialist
movement, and their competitors who were to be pushed
into the background.
Thyssen and Krupp wanted to establish in the country
the principle of autocratic rule and absolute domination
under their virtual leadership, coupled with a considerable
cutting down of the living standard of the working c h i ,
and for this p u r p e it was newssaxy to crush the revolutionary proletariat. The Communist Party in this period
was striving to form the united front in order to unite the
forces for defense against the attempts made by the National-Socialiststo destroy the labor movement.
But in
February and March the task of establishing the united
front did not by any means signify an uprising or preprations for it; it signified only the mobilization of the working class against the predatory campaign and tbe violence
of the National-Socialists.
In the politiql situation of that period there were two
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basic factors: the first was the striving for autcmatic rule
on the part of the NationaIist-kialists. The second-in
counterpoise to this-the activity of the Communist
Party, aimed at the creation of a united front of the workers. In my opinion, this came out also during the court
examination at the trial.
T h e National-Socialists required a diversive maneuver
in order to distract attention h m the difficulties within
the national a m p and break the united Eront of the workers. The "national government" needed an imposing
pretext for the issue of its emergency decree of February
28, abolishing freedom of the press and inviolability of
the person and establishing a system of police repressions,
concentration camp and other means of struggle against
the Communists. . .
I have already declared that on one point I am in agreement with the indictment. 1 must now codinn my agreement in this respect. I refer to the question as to whether
Van der Lubbe set fire to the Reichstag alone or whether
he had accomplices. . . I hold that Van der Lubbe really
did not set fire to the Reichstag by himself. . Stupid Van
der Lubbe could not know that at the time when he was
making his clumsy attempts to start a fire in the restaurant,
in the corridor and on the lower floor, unknown persons,
using the combustible liquid of which Doctor Schaa has
spoken, were at one and the same time setting fire to the
plenary hall. (Van der Lub be begim to laugh. His whole
frame shakes with i b n t laughter. A t this moment the
attention of the whole cozs7t--judges and accused alikeis centered on Van da Lubbe.)
DIM~OFF
Wointing to Van der Lubbe): The unknown provomteur took care of all the preparations for
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the fire. This Mephistopheles has contrived to vanish withthis miserable Faust
is here. but Mephistopheles has vanished.
What is Van der Lubbe? A Communist? Not at all. An
anarchist? No. He is a declassed worker, he is a rebelliaus
1umpenprobtarian-a creature who has been misused, who
has been made use of against the working class. But he is
not a Communist. He is not an anarchist. Not one Communist in the world, nor an anarchist either would conduct
himself in court as Van der Lubbe is doing. Real
anarchists commit senseless actrs, but in court they answer
for them and explain their aims. No, Van der Lubbe is
not a Communist and not an anarchist; he is a tool who
has been misused by fascism.
The investigation was
conducted in a false direction.
The incendiaries were
searched for, not where they were but where they were not.
They were searched for in the ranks of the Communist
Party, and this was incorrect. This gave the real incendiaries the opportunity to vanish. It was decided: Since
we have not arrested and did not dare to arrest those
really guilty of the fire, we must arrest others-"substitute
incendiaries" of the Reichstag, so to speak.
THEPRESIDENT:
I forbid you to say that. I will allow
you another ten minuttx.
DIMITROFF:
The police ofkcial, Heller, here quoted
some Communist verses from n book published in 1925
in order to prove that the Communists set fire to the
Reichstag in 1933. Permit me, in turn. to quote some
lines of Germany's g r a t e s t ~
t Gocthe:
,
out leaving a trace. This stupid tm1,
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Learn to be more wise in time.
On the mighty scales of fortune
37 .

Rarely is the index still.
You must rise or you must sink,

You must either rule and win,
Ox you'll have to serve and lose,
Choose to suffer or to triumph,
Anvil or the hammer be.
Yes, he who d m not want to be an anvil, must be a hammer. The German working class as a whole did not grasp
this truth in 1918, nor in 1923, nor on July 20, 1952, nor
in January, 1939. The bIame for this lies on the SocialDemocratic leaders, such as Wels, Severing, Braun, Leipart, Grassmann. Now, of course, the German workers can
understand this.
The prosecutor of the Supreme Court has proposed that
the Bulgarian accused be acquitted owing to insufficient
proof of their guilt. The prosecutor of the Supreme Court
has proposed that the accused Bulgarians be acquitted for
lack of proofs. But this cannot @bIy
satisfy me. The
question is not so simple by a long way. This would not
remove suspicion. No,during the trial it has been proved
that we have nothing whatever to do with the burning of
the Reicbstag; there is therefore no place for any kind of
suspicion. We Bulgarians, and Torgler too, ought to be
acquitted not for lack of proofs but because we, as Communists, do not and cuuld not have anything in common
with this anti-Communist act.
I propose that the following decision be adopted:
I. That the Supreme Court acknowledge our innocence
this matter and recognize the charge as incorrect; this
lies to us-to me, Torgler, Popoff and Taneff.
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2. That Van der Lubbe be regarded as a tool made use
of to harm the working class.
3. That those guilty of chis groundless charge against us
be brought to justice.
4. That we be compensated, at the expense of these
guilty petggm, for the time we have lost, for the injury
to our health and the suffering we have undergone.
THEPRESIDENT:
These socalled proposals of yours will
be considered by the court when the verdict is discussed.
DIMITROFF:
The time is coming when such proposals
will be mrried our with i n t m t . As regards the complete
clearing up of the question regarding the burning of the
Reichstag and the disclosure of the real incendiaries, this,
of course, will be done by the people's court.
In the seventeenth century the founder of scientific
physics, GaIiIeo Galilei, was brought before the stern court
of the inquisition, which was to have sentenced him to
death as a heretic. With deep conviction and resolution
he exclaimed:
"The earth does move all the samel" And this scientific
proposition later became the property of all mankind.
(The President sharply intempts Dimilroff, rises, coilects his pafiers and Preparcs to leave.)
DIMITROFF
(continuing): We Communists at the present time can say no less resoluteIy than old GaliIeo:
"Tt does move a 1 the same," The wheel of history is
moving, i t is moting onward. . . And this wheel cannot
be arrested in irs progress by measutvs of destruction, nor
by hard labor sentences, nor by executions. I t is moving
and will continue to move until the final victory of C
munkm!
(The police seim Dimitroff and f o ~ ~ i b compel
ly
hit

.
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The President and the court retire in order to
decide whether Dimitrof may continue. After consu~tation, Dimitrofl i~
finally depriwd of the right to speak.)

sit down,

IV. THE FIGHT AGAINST FASCISM CONTINUES*

S EARLY

as its

Sixth Congress [in 19281, the Com-

A munist International mmcd the world proletariat

that a new fascist offensive was in preparation and mlled
Eor a struggle against it. The Congress pointed out that
"in a more or less developed form, fascist tendencies and
the germs of a fascist movement are to be found almost
everywhere."
Fascism in power was correctly described by the Communist International in 1929 as the open teworist dictatorshi# of the most reactionay, m a t chauvinistic and most
imperialist ebnaents of finance capital.
The most reactionary variety of fascism is the G e m a n
type of fascism. It has the ebntery to carf itself Nationalsocialism, though it has nothing in common with socialism. Hitler W m is not only bourgeois nationalism, it is
bestiaI chauvinism. It is a government system of poltical
gangsterism, a system of provmtion and torture practiced
upon the working class and the revolutionary elements of
the peasantry, the petty bourgeoisie and the intellihntsia.
It is medieval barbarity and batiality, it is unbridled
aggraion in relation to other nations and countries.
Fascism is not a form of state power "standing above
th dames-the proletariat and the bourgeoisie," as Otto
'rmps h r n Dimitrofs articles and reports from 1935 to 1943.
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Bauer, for instance, has asserted, It is not "the revolt of
the petty bourgeoisie which has captured the machinery

of the state," as the British *list
BrailsEord decIares.
No, fascism is not superclass government, nor government
of the petty bourgeoisie or the lumpenproletariat over
finance mpital. Fascism is the power of finance capital itself. It is the organization of terrorist vengeance against
the working class and the revolutionary section of the
peasantry and intelligentsia. In foreign policy, hciisrn is
jingoism in its crudest form, fomenting bestial hatred of
other nations.
This, the true character of &ism, must be particularly stressed; because in a number of countries, under cover
of social demagogy, fascism has managed to gain the following of the mass of the petty bourgeoisie that has been
driven out of its course by the crisis, and even of certain
sections of the most backward strata of the proletariat.
These would never have supported fascism if they had understood its real class character and its true nature.
The accession to power of fascism is not an ordinary
succession of one bourgeois government by another, but a
substitution of one state form of class domination of the
bourgeoisie-bourgeois democracy-by another form--open
terrorist dictatorship. It would be a serious mistake to
ignore this distinction, a mistake which would prevent the
revolutionary proletariat Erom mobilizing the widest strata
of the working people of town and country for the struggle
against the menace of the seizure of power by the Wts,
and from taking advantage of the contradictions which
exist in the camp of the bourgeoisie itself.
Fascism acts in the interests of the extreme imperia
but it presents itself to the masses in the guise of cham

A
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of an ill-treated nation, and appeals to outraged national
sentiments, as C;erman fascism did, for instance, when it
won the support of the masses by the slogan "Against the
Vmailles Treaty!"
Fascism aims at the most unbridled exploitation of the
masses, but it approaches them with the most artful anticapitalist demagogy, taking advantage of tbe deep hatred
of the working people against the plundering bourgeoisie,
the banks, trusts and hanciaf magnates, and advancing
those slogans which at the given moment are most alluring
to the politically immature masses. In Germany-"The
general welfare is higher than the welfare of the individual"; in Italy--"Our state is not a apitalist, but a corporate
state"; in Japan-"For Japan, without expIoitation"; in
the United States-"Share the wealth," and so Eorth.
Fascism delivers up the people to be devoured by the
most corrupt and venal elements, but comes before them
with the demand for "an honest and incorruptible government." Speculating on the proEound disillusionment of the
masses in bourgeois-democraticgovernments, fascism hypd
criticaIly denounces corruption (for instance, the Barmat
and Sklarek afEairs in Germany, the Stavisky affair in
France, and numerous others).
It is in the interests of the most reactionary circles of
the bourgeoisie that fascism intercepts the disappointed
masses who desert the old bowlgeois parties. But it impresses these masses by the sevePity of its attacks on the
bourgeois govenunents and its irreconcilable attitude to
the old bourgeois parties.
Fa&m comes to power as a party of attack on the
-polutionary movement of the proletariat, on the mass
* .the people who are in a s t a t e of unrest; yet it stages
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its accession to power as a "revolutionary" movement
against the bourgeoisie on behalf of "the whole nation"
and for the "salvation" of the nation. (One recalls Mussolini's "march" on Rome, Pilsudski's "march" on Warsaw, Hitler's National-Socialist "revoIution" in Germany,
0
and so forth.)
But whatever the masks which fascism adopts, whatever
the forms in which it presents itself, whatever the ways
by which it comes to powerFascism is a most ferocious attack by capital on the mass
of working people
Fascism is unbridled chauvinism and annexationist war;
Fascism is rabid reaction and ~:ountw-revolution;
Fascism is the most vicious enemy of the working class
and of all working people!

Millions of workers and toilers of the capitalist countries ask the question: How can fascism be prevented
from coming to power and how can fascism be overthrown
after it has been victorious? T o this the Communist International replies: The first thing that must be done, the
thing with which to begin, is to form a united front, to
establish unity of action of the workers in every Eactory,
in every district, in every region, in every country, all
over the world. Unity of action of the proletariat on a
national and international scale is the mighty weapon
which renders the working class apable not only of successfu1 defense but also ofsuccessfu1 counter-attack against
fascism, against the dass memy. (1935)
It would not be correct to think that the war w
is approaching threatens the Soviet Union alone or

the Soviet Union in the h i t place. As a hatter, of fact
the occupation of the Rhineland by Hitler's armies is

direct threat to France, Belgium and other European
countries. It is also a fact that Hitler's immediate plans
of conquest are directed toward the seizure of territories
in neighboring countries where here is a German pop
a

ulation.
Whereas Hider talks today about the "sovereignty of
Germany" he will talk tomorrow about the "sovereignty
of dl the Germans." Under this slogan he will try to carry
out the annexation of Austria, the destruction of Czechoslovakia as an independent state, the occupation of AIsaceLorraine, Danzig, the southern pan of Denmark, Memel,
etc. And this is quite easy to understand. It is much easier
for German fascism to send an army first of all to seize
the territory of neighboring countries under the slogan
of the "national unity of all the Germans," and only later
to fight against the powerful land of the Soviets. German
fascism, in strengthening its positions on the Rhine, also
threatens the independence of the Polish people, in spite
of the fact that the present rulers of Poland are its allies.
Hence it is clear that the peoples of the West w o d d
commit a fatal error if they allowed themselves to be
lulled by the iIlusion that the k i s t war-mongers in
Europe and the Far East do not threaten them. fn particular, the people of the countries neighboring on Germany have food for serious thought regarding the defense
of their independence and liberty,
The war danger has become extremely menacing for
-he further reason that the fascist aggrmar has been alyed m enjoy a position of impunity. The war prcparas of German fascism (the introduction of upiversal
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military service, the air and naval armaments) were carried
out with the systematic connivance of mpitalist powers and
the direct assistance of British ruling circles. The passivity
and wavering of the League of Nations in regard to the
Japanese attack on China and the Italian aggression in
Ethiopia encouraged the inpudence of the aggmsor.
At the present period, history is allocating a great mission to the world's working class, name~+,that of saving
mankind from the barbarism of fascism.
At the present stage, the specific way of fulfilling the
historid mission of the international proletariat is as
follm:
T o help the Spanish people to rid themselves of fascist
violators and interventionis&.
T o help the people of Germany and Italy to smash the
chains of the fascist regime.
T o help the Chinese people in their struggle against
the Japanese marauders.
T o help the small nations to defend their Iiberty and
independence.
T o establish an impregnable barrier against fascist aggression in the West and in the East. (I 937).
I

By economic and political measures, the war-mongers
should be put absolutely in a state of siege. They should
be cornered in such a way that they are inmpable of
carrying out their criminal plans. (May 1, 1936.)
It is no secret that the he1plmnes.s of the League of
Nations in the hce of the seizure of Ethiopia, and tb
continual concessions made by the biggest Western stz
to the German and Italian interventionism in Spain
conraged and still encourage the brazen aggressiven
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rhe governments of Berlin and Rome.And what the fascist
bosses in Berlin and Rome are counting on is that the
international working class movement will not be in a
position to muster its scattered forces for a victorious
struggle against fascist aggression. It is well known the
fascist beasts, cowardly and hysterical as they actually are,
fear nothing so much as that their aggression and acts of
provocation shbuld meet with courageous and resolute
resistance fmm the united working class and the whole
of progressive mankind.
One must really be politically blind not to see the
tremendous significance and consequences of coordinated
action by the working class and its organizations in each
country and throughout the world. By such action it
would be possible to rouse and mobilize the widest masses
of the people. The British Conservatives who are sponsoring the machinations of HitIer and Mussolini would be
driven into a corner. The British and French governments
would be compelled to adapt energetic measures against
cI~eintervention of German and Italian fascism. I t would
be possible to achieve the withdrawal of the armed forces
of Germany and Italy from Spain, .and the recall of the
warships of the interventionists from Spanish waters. It
would be possibIe to secure the operation of international
Iaw in relation to the Spanish Republic. It would be possible to ensure that the fascist interventionists and conquerors should be regarded, as they deserve to be regarded,
as aggressors, bandits and pirates. Joint action of the
working class throughout the world would provide the
3.
mnish Republic and its heroic fighters not only with im'I-asurablemoral aid, but a h with colossal material aid.
t
this would undoubtedly hasten the victory of the
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Spanish people. Finally, a joint of€ensiveby the progressive
forces of the whole world would make it p i b l e . to curbthe instigators of the war. (1937).

The history of the Balkan peoples irrefutably goes to
prove that the independence and progress of Bulgaria are
p s i b l e first and foremost in closest friendship with her
neighboring Slav peoples. Hence the biggest crime was.
that of turning Bulgaria into a tml of Hitlerite Germany ;
winst the Soviet Union and of treachery toward Y u p 1
slavia, toward the Slav brothers of the Bulgarian people- /
in the Balkans-toward the Macedonians, Serba, Montenegrins, Croats and Slovenes.
By betraying Bulgaria to the Hitlerite robbers the ruling circles of Bulgaria struck the heaviest blow to the
country's national interests. As a result of this policy
Bulgaria was turned by the Germans into a place d a m e s
for the Hiderites in their war against the Soviet Union.
Burgas, Varna, Balchik and a number of other piaces on
the Black Sea mast, as well as the port of Rushuk an the
Danube, are now iq. the hands of the Germans and are
used as bases for German submarines and warships. What
is more, the Bulgarian navy is used by the Germans to
transport troop and ammunition against the Soviet
Union.
!
On the demand of Hitler little Bulgaria declared war
on Britain and the United States, two world powers, in
December, 1941. The fact that Bulgaria has not sent troop
to the Soviet-German Front is due to the vigorous opp i t i o n among the people and army against such a measure. But Bulgaria plays the role of a Hitlerite gendarme
in the Balkans. Bulgarian troops are stationed as o c c u p
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tion troop in Yugoslavia and Greece. King Boris placed
Bulgarian divisions at the disposal of tbe Germans in the
Balkans to 'replace the German divisions dispatched to tbe
Soviet-German Front.
What can Bulgaria hope for if she continues to remain
at war with Great Britain and the United States, helping
fascist Germany in the war against the U.S.S.R. incurring
the merited hatred of the Balkan pebples enslaved by the

Germans?
The peoples of the Soviet Union are always closely
concerned with the fate of the fraternal Bulgarian people.
That is why the Soviet public regards with satisfaction
free of the fascist camp, save itself from a new debacIe and
secure its national honor, freedom and independence.
(1943).

